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SillArt Gallery: Art Brings People Together

An interview with artist and curator Eduard Zentsik on the opening of a new contemporary art gallery in
Sillaméae, Estonia.

1. How did the idea of SillArt Gallery begin?

SillArt was born from a shared desire to create something meaningful in our hometown. Artists, entrepreneurs
and musicians came together around a simple idea: instead of waiting for change, we can create it ourselves.
Since 2023, SillArt MTU has organised exhibitions and cultural events. The new gallery is the next step.

2. Why open a contemporary art gallery in Sillamde?

| was born here, and Sillamde has always remained my home. | believe serious cultural life should not be
limited to capital cities. We are not trying to become another Tallinn or Berlin. We want to develop our own
identity and show that contemporary art can thrive here too.

3. What is the central philosophy of SillArt?

Art brings people together. It connects different generations, cultures and ways of thinking. Our ambition is to
create a meeting place for artists, audiences, collectors and young people, connecting Ida-Virumaa with the
rest of Estonia and the international art community. A gallery should create relationships, not simply display
objects.

4. What makes SillArt different from a traditional gallery?

We are developing a cultural environment where exhibitions, music, creative encounters and an art café
coexist. Our commercial platform, Artdealio, will represent and sell artworks, supporting artists and
encouraging collecting. We want contemporary art to become a natural part of everyday life.

5. What opportunities will SillArt offer artists and young people?

We want to support emerging artists, encourage collaboration and build connections with galleries and
cultural institutions internationally. Young people should have opportunities to discover art, gain experience
and develop creative projects without feeling they must leave their home region.

6. The opening coincides with your 50th anniversary year. What does this mean personally?

| have dedicated more than thirty years to art. Opening a gallery in my hometown is deeply meaningful, but
SillArt is not a monument to one artist. It is something we are creating together. My anniversary exhibition 50
ZED opens alongside SYMBOL 4, bringing a personal journey into a collective project.

7. What is your vision for SillArt's future?

| hope people will travel to Sillaméae specifically for art. That artists will find opportunities here and
international collaborations will grow. Success is not only about exhibitions or sales, but about the people and
ideas that come together. We are opening more than a gallery. We are creating a new cultural meeting place.
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SillArt Gallery: kunst ihendab inimesi

Intervjuu kunstniku ja kuraatori Eduard Zentsikuga uue kaasaegse kunsti galerii avamise puhul Sillamael.

1. Kuidas stindis SillArt Gallery idee?

SillArt sundis Uhisest soovist luua oma kodulinnas midagi tahenduslikku. Kunstnikud, ettevétjad ja muusikud
koondusid lihtsa mdtte umber: selle asemel, et muutusi oodata, v8ime need ise ellu viia. Alates 2023. aastast
on SillArt MTU korraldanud néitusi ja kultuuristindmusi. Uus galerii on jargmine samm.

2. Miks avada kaasaegse kunsti galerii just Sillamael?

Olen siin sundinud ja Sillamae on alati jaanud minu koduks. Usun, et elav kultuurielu ei pea piirduma ainult
pealinnadega. Me ei puua saada teiseks Tallinnaks voi Berliiniks. Tahame kujundada oma identiteeti ja naidata,
et kaasaegne kunst vdib areneda ka siin.

3. Mis on SillArti peamine idee?

Kunst Uhendab inimesi. See loob sidemeid eri p&lvkondade, kultuuride ja mdtteviiside vahel. Tahame luua
kohtumispaiga kunstnikele, publikule, kollektsiondaridele ja noortele ning Uhendada Ida-Virumaad ulejaanud
Eesti ja rahvusvahelise kunstieluga. Galerii ulesanne ei ole ainult teoseid ndidata, vaid ka inimestevahelisi
suhteid luua.

4., Mille poolest erineb SillArt tavaparasest galeriist?

Loome kultuurikeskkonda, kus kohtuvad naitused, muusika, loomingulised sindmused ja kunstikohvik. Meie
ariline suund Artdealio hakkab kunstiteoseid esindama ja mtuma, toetades kunstnikke ning kunstikogumist.
Tahame, et kaasaegne kunst oleks loomulik osa igapaevaelust.

5. Milliseid v8imalusi pakub SillArt kunstnikele ja noortele?

Soovime toetada alustavaid kunstnikke, arendada koostodd ning luua sidemeid galeriide ja kultuuriasutustega
ka rahvusvaheliselt. Noortel peaks olema voimalus avastada kunsti, saada kogemusi ja arendada loomingulisi
projekte, tundmata, et selleks tuleb tingimata kodupiirkonnast lahkuda.

6. Galerii avatakse sinu 50. juubeliaastal. Mida see sulle isiklikult tdhendab?

Olen kunstile puhendanud ule kolmekumne aasta. Galerii avamine kodulinnas on minu jaoks vaga tahenduslik,
kuid SillArt ei ole monument Uhele kunstnikule. Loome seda koos. Minu juubelinditus ,50 ZED" avaneb koos
SYMBOL 4 naitusega, Uhendades isikliku teekonna Uhise ettevdtmisega.

7. Millisena naed SillArti tulevikku?

Loodan, et inimesed tulevad Sillamaele spetsiaalselt kunsti parast. Et kunstnikud leiavad siin uusi v8imalusi ja
rahvusvaheline koostd6 areneb. Edu ei tdhenda ainult naditusi voi maudki, vaid ka inimesi ja ideid, mis siin kokku

saavad. Me ei ava lihtsalt galeriid. Loome uut kultuurilist kohtumispaika.
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SillArt Gallery: nckycctBo o6beanHsaeT ntogei

VIHTEPBbLIO C XYAOXHUKOM W KypaTOPOM SAyapAoM 3eHbYMKOM K OTKPbITVKO HOBOW ranepen COBpeMeHHOro
MCKycCcTBa B Cunnamsas.

1. Kak nosiBunack nges SillArt Gallery? SillArt poanncs 13 obuiero xenaHnsa co34atb YTO-TO BaXHOE B POAHOM
ropoze. XyAoXHUKM, NPeAnpuHUMATENU 1 My3bIKaHTbl 00beANHWANCE BOKPYT MPOCTON MbIC/IA: BMECTO TOrO
YTO6bI XAaTh MepeMeH, MOXHO co34aBaTb 1x camum. C 2023 roga SillArt MTU NpoBOANT BbICTABKM U
KyNbTypHble CObbITUSA. HoBast ranepes cTana CiefyroLnm LLaroMm.

2. MoyeMy ranepes COBPEMEHHOIO MCKYCCTBA OTKPLIBAETCS UMEHHO B Cnamsaa? § 34ecb poancs, 1
Crnnamas Bcerga ocTaBancs MoUM AOMOM. YOEXAEH, UTo MOAHOLEHHas KyNbTypHas X13Hb He A0/KHa
OrpaHNYMBaTLCS CTOAULAMM. Mbl HE CTPDEMMCS CTaTb BTOPbIM TaiIVHHOM VAV bepavHoM. Ham BaxHO
CO3/1aTb COOCTBEHHYH UAEHTUYHOCTb U MOKa3aTb, YTO COBPEMEHHOE 1CKYCCTBO MOXET Pa3BMBaTbCA U 34€eCh.

3. B uém rnasHas ¢unocodus SillArt? ckycctso obbeanHaeT ntogen. OHO CO3A4AET CBA3W MeXAy
MOKONEHNSAMMN, KyNbTypaMn U pasHbIMI B3rNsAaMu. Mbl XOTVIM CO34aTb MeCTO BCTPEYM XYAOXKHUKOB,
3puTenen, KoNNeKUMoHEPOB 1 MONOAEXW, COeANHNTL aa-Brpymaa C 0CTanbHOM ICTOHMEN 1
MEXAYHAPOAHbIM apT-COObLLECTBOM. 3a4a4a ranepen He TONbKO MOKa3biBaTk NPOVI3BEAEHNIS, HO U
00beANHATL NHOAEN.

4. Yem SillArt oTiyaeTca oT TpaAVUMOHHOM ranepen? Mel CO34aéM KyNbTYypPHYHO Cpesy, rae COeAnHAOTCA
BbICTaBKM, My3blka, TBOpYeCKMe BCTpeun U apT-kade. Halle kommepyeckoe HanpasneHye Artdealio byaet
NpeACTaBNSATb W NPOAaBaTk NPOU3BEAEHUA UCKYCCTBA, MOAAEPXNBATL XYAOXHVKOB 1 pa3B1BaThb
KONNeKUMOHMPOBaHMe. Ham Xo4eTcs, UTobbl COBPEMEHHOE VCKYCCTBO CTa/lo eCTeCTBEHHOM YacTbHo
MOBCeAHEBHOWN XU3HN.

5. Kakne Bo3aMoxHoCTH SillArt 0TKpoeT Anst XyA0XHUKOB U MONOAEXMN? Mbl XOTM MOAAEPXBaTb
HaYMHAIOLLMX aBTOPOB, Pa3BMBaTb COTPYAHNYECTBO, YCTaHaBAVBATE CBA3M C rafiepesmn 1 KynbTyPHbIMU
OpraHmnsaunaMu apyrnx ctpaH. Monozele noav AOMKHBI IMETb BO3MOXHOCTb 3HaKOMUTHCA C UCKYCCTBOM,
MOy4YaTh OMbIT U Pean30BbiBaTb TBOPHECKME NMPOEKThLI, He UyBCTBYS, YTO 419 3TOr0 06A3aTeNbHO HYXHO
MOKNHYTb POAHOW PETNOH.

6. OTKpbITWE COoBMajaeT C rogomM Toero 50-1eTus. YTo 3T0 3HaUUT IMYHO ANa Teba? A NoCBATIN NCKYCCTBY
bonee TpuauaTy net. OTKPbITUE raneper B pOAHOM ropoje A5 MeHs OYeHb 3HauIMoe CobbITre, HO SillArt He
MNaMATHK OAHOMY XYAOXHUKY. Mbl cO34aéM ero BMmecTe. Mos robunnernHas BelcTaska «50 ZED» oTkpbiBaeTcH
0OZHOBPEMEHHO C BbICTaBkon SYMBOL 4, coeanHAsa TUYHYH MCTOPUIO C OOLLIMM AE0M.

7. Kaknm Tbl Buauws byayLee SillArt? Hagetocs, ntoam 6yayT cneumansHo npuesxats B Chinamsas paau
NCKYCCTBA. XYAOXHVIKN HANAYT 34eCb HOBble BO3IMOXHOCTK, OYAET Pa3BMBaTbCA MexAyHapoAHOe
COTPYAHWYECTBO. YCnex N3MepseTca He TONbKO BblCTaBKaMu UK NPOAAKaMY, HO U F0ABMU, NAEAMU U
CBA3AMM, KOTOpble 34eCb BO3HMKAOT. Mbl OTKpbIBaeM He MPOCTO ranepeto. Mbl Co34aéM HOBOE MeCTO
KyNbTYPHOIO MPUTAXEHUA.
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